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Letter from the Ambassador

April was a month of summits and anniversaries, and one where Bulgaria stood tall
on the world stage. The spotlight began on NATO and the transatlantic partner-
ship, and ended with Sofia in the international spotlight as President Parvanov
hosted leaders from throughout Europe, Eurasia, and the Middle East for an Energy
Summit - “Natural Gas for Europe: Security and Partnership.”

Summit leaders agreed on an important Declaration which enshrined essential
core principles: diversity, transparency, and the primacy of market forces in deter-
mining new projects. Bulgaria took a major step forward by inviting the founder of
the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative -- EITI -- to speak at the Summit’s
associated Business Forum. The U.S. delegation, led by newly appointed Special Envoy for Eurasian Energy
Richard Morningstar, had very productive meetings with President Parvanov, Prime Minister Stanishev, Foreign
Minister Kalfin, and Economy and Energy Minister Dimitrov as well as with numerous heads of state and minis-
ters from participating countries. We highlighted our support for secure, reliable, and diverse sources of supply
and transit for Bulgaria and Europe, and that projects and pipelines based on sound business models and meet-
ing international standards for transparency and accountability are best equipped to succeed in today’s com-
petitive markets. That, in turn, will help lead to stronger and more sustainable economic growth and better stew-
ardship over the environment.

In May, the Embassy will host a major conference on alternative and efficient energy in Sofia. This will bring
together Bulgarian companies with U.S. manufacturers and investors ready to help meet the growing needs here.
Bulgaria is the least energy efficient country in the EU; our aim is to help turn that around. U.S. firms and U.S.
technology are at the forefront of alternative and renewable energy projects as well as energy efficiency solu-
tions. Investments here will generate well paying jobs and reduce Bulgaria’s reliance on imported energy while
also helping reduce environmental degradation. Within the Embassy, we are also reviewing what we can do as
citizens of this city. We have in place many efficient and energy-friendly systems, leading us to be named the
first “Green Embassy” in Europe. We've even added an ecology-friendly PRIUS automobile to our vehicle fleet.
“Going Green” is not just a slogan - it's a lifestyle, and our embassy in Sofia is living proof that green is possible.
| welcome you to view the link below just to see some of the simple, yet effective, steps we’ve taken and hope
others will follow.

My family and | look forward to enjoying the beautiful spring weather in the coming weeks. The Embassy will host
several free concerts by American musicians in Sofia and other cities, and we hope that all our friends will be
able to attend.

Visit the Ambassador’s video profile to learn more.

Visit the Ambassador’s page. Visit us on YouTube!

New!! Watch our Green Embassy video! New!!

U.S. Ambassador Awards Highest Honor to Two Brave Women

On April 28, in a hall filled with their colleagues
and admirers, Ambassador McEldowney
awarded the “Women of Courage” award to two
Bulgarian women who have demonstrated an
unwavering commitment to the protection of
Intellectual Property. In recognizing Ms. llona
Krastenyakova, an IPR prosecutor, and Ms. Ina
Kileva, the Executive Director of the Bulgarian
Association of Music Producers, for their re-
markable achievements, the Ambassador un-
derscored the importance of protecting intellec-
tual property, and emphasized the fundamental
impact on humanity that these works of human
invention and creativity have on our lives. Faced
by daunting challenges and physical intimida-
tion, the Ambassador added that through intelli-
gence, intellect, and courage, these two women
have significantly advanced the cause of IPR.
The event was hosted by the Business Software Alliance in Bulgaria.



http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/bulgaria/14039/profilevideo/AmbMcEldowney.wmv
http://bulgaria.usembassy.gov/ambassador.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/SofiaPAO
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/bulgaria/14039/green_embassy/green_embassy.wmv
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In the News

Sofia University Students Treated to Town Hall
Visit by Ambassador McEldowney

Covering a wide range of issues from military partnerships to energy security, Ambassa-
dor McEldowney conducted a Town Hall meeting at the renowned “Aula” auditorium on
April 29 at Sofia University. In front of over 200 students and covered by the Bulgarian
press, the Ambassador gave a brief overview of the Strategic Bilateral Partnership be-
tween the U.S. and Bulgaria, which was followed by a very interactive question and an-
swer period with the audience. The students asked varied and challenging questions, as §
their interests ranged from Bulgaria’s political and economic future, to opportunities to
study in the U.S. The Ambassador saluted the students on their candor, and greeted
them personally at the event’s conclusion.

Peace Corps Director for Bulgaria, Lesley Duncan, and Minister of Economy
and Energy Petar Dimitrov signed an Agreement on Cooperation between
the U.S. Peace Corps and the Bulgarian Ministry of Economy and Energy on
Tuesday, April 7. The agreement provides for supporting the two parties’
common goals of assisting local organizations and community groups by
increasing their capacity to address local needs through human capital
development, organizational strengthening, networking, and involvement in
civil society.

Governor and Local Mayors Attend Embassy-Sponsored
Sunaap U AMEQUREHLL TEMAM ¢y in Siven to Discuss Joint Milltary Facilties
3a6gH0 8 "besmep’ u "Hoo ceno

On April 13, U.S. Embassy Sofia representatives from the Office of
Defense Cooperation (ODC) and the Public Affairs Section met
R with the Regional Governor, Hristina Cholakova, and a dozen
local mayors to discuss the impact that joint military facilities in
the area will have in the region. LCDR Jake Daystar from ODC
provided an overview of on-going and planned training and con-
struction projects, and then answered specific question on the
mayors concerns regarding employment opportunities for citizens
as well as procedures for bidding on contracts. This event was
one in a string of outreach events that have enhanced communi-
cations and understanding between the U.S. military and the
local populations where joint bases are located.

Charge d'Affaires Alexander Karagiannis
Visits the University of National and World
Economy

On April 2, Chargé d'Affaires Alexander Karagiannis spoke to a group of univer-
sity students majoring in International Relations, at the University of National
and World Economy in Sofia, on the topic of “Bulgarian-American Strategic Part-
nership: A Personal Perspective.”

He visited the university at the invitation of the International Relations Research
Student Association. After his presentation he had a meeting with the Rector Mr.
Borissov to discuss opportunities for future cooperation between the university
and the U.S. Embassy.
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Large Cash Translations is the Only Way to
Follow the Money”

On April 7, Charge d’Affaires Alexander Karagiannis participated in the Balkan Trust
for Democracy funded “Money Laundering Related to Human Trafficking Confer-
ence” which took place at the National Investigation Service in Sofia. In his opening ™" g8
remarks, the Chargé emphasized that fighting human trafficking is a U.S. priority, }
pointing out that the United States views trafficking as a “grave violation of human
rights,” an “affront to human dignity,” and a “transnational criminal threat.” Mr.
Karagiannis said that the Government of Bulgaria should take “simple, yet aggres-
sive measures” by adopting legislation envisaging full reporting of cash transac-
tions exceeding 30,000 leva, restoring the full legal authority to the Financial Intel- =
ligence Directorate within DANS, and strengthening this country’s asset forfeiture
legislation.

Read the speech here.

Twenty-four Bulgarian English language students competed in the First English Language
Scrabble® Tournament at the American Corner in Sofia on April 13. Students from the
First English Language and German Language high schools in Sofia tested their knowledge
of English by making words with lettered tiles, with all competitors required to follow the
official rules of Scrabble®. Consular Officer Sarah Stewart and English Language Fellow
Tracy Vancura were some of the judges who volunteered their time to support the competi-
tion. Fulbright Exchange teachers Violeta Tsoneva, who taught in Arizona during the 2004-
2005 school year, and Carolyn Emigh, who currently teaches English at First English Lan-

guage High School, organized the tournament with support from the American Embassy
and the Bulgarian Fulbright Commission. Winners were Toni Oparanov- first place, lvan
Petkov - second place and Kiril Surchev - third place.

“Direct Hit” Rocks Bulgarian Audiences with Three
Concerts

“Direct Hit,” a rock band made up of
members of the United States Air Forces
in Europe Band played three concerts in
Bulgaria from April 24-26. Crowds were
treated to rock hits from the 60's to
today including “Lucky” by Jason Mraz,
“Valerie” by Amy Winehouse, and
“Papa’s Got a Brand New Bag” by James
Brown. The concerts in Kardzhali, Yam-
bol and Veliko Turnovo were free and the
audiences were left dancing in their
seats and cheering for more. The band’s
— - concert in Veliko Turnovo was broadcast
live on the local Evrocom Cable Channel. The concert was made possible thanks to the com-
mander of the U.S. Air Forces in Europe Gen. Roger Brady who wanted to thank Bulgaria for
being such an important ally to the United States of America.

Web Chat with Public Affairs Officer
Katherine Ingmanson

On April 9, Public
Affairs Officer Kathe-
rine Ingmanson
hosted a webchat to
answer questions
about the United
| States, U.S.-Bulgaria
relations, and what it
is like to serve as an
American Diplomatin
Bulgaria.

Read the transcript of the web chat here.

Transparency International (Tl) Founder Peter Eigen
Addresses Bulgarian Chapter

On April 23, Tl founder Prof. Peter Eigen addressed a TI-Bulgaria conference dedicated to en-
hancing the capacity of civil society to influence anti-corruption policies at local and national
levels. Peter Eigen discussed the role of civil society as a guarantor of transparency and integrity
in the work of the government institutions. He said that the real solution in the fight against
corruption should come within society, and that civil society organizations and the media have
an important role to play in this fight.

v ;mwhu““ﬂd ‘



http://bulgaria.usembassy.gov/dcm_04072009a.html
https://bulgaria2.cms.getusinfo.com/webchat_pao_transcript.html

Page 4 Newsletter April 2009

Peace Corps Volunteer Introduces Debating Skllis to
Bulgarian Students

Inspired by a visit by the Cultural Attaché from the Public Affairs Section, Peace Corps Volunteer
Ben Marshall embarked on the improbable joumey of creating a Debate Club at the Haskovo Youth
Center. Despite the challenges of explaining the virtues of a Debate Club and the lack of previous
debate experience, Ben convinced the students, who come from Haskovo and the surrounding area,
of the virtues of debate as a great tool for knowledge building and teamwork. His efforts have paid
off as four debaters, and Ben, will have the honor to represent Bulgaria at the 2009 IDEA Youth
Forum and Karl Popper Debate Championships in Bosnia and Herzegovina this summer. There they
will compete, train, and share culture with debaters and coaches from five continents.

USAID Legacy is Building Bridges Between Educational Institutions and Employers

Gergana Rakovska is an alum of a Georgetown University program (2000—2001) and the manager of the Busi-
ness Foundation for Education. The Foundation is a legacy of USAID and a partner for initiatives of the Ministry of
Education and Social Science in the field of career development, practical education though internships, bridg-
ing the gap between educational institutions and employers. As a result of the efforts of the USAID Labor Market
Project, continued by the Foundation, more than 1000 people were trained as career counselors and started to
serve as mediators between educational system and labor market.

Dr. James Hollenbeck Receives Highest Award from Sofia
University

American Blues to Sound in NDK

\ The American Embassy is proud to announce that American Blues Guitarist and singer Steve James will be the special guest at a free
= - concert on May 13th at 7pm at the NDK.

’"”“”f”.%:f"“‘ He will be joined by Bluegrass band Lilly of the West as part of the “Salon des Arts” celebration. The Sofia performance will close the
"*\ Eyuncruero ma tour around Bulgaria, following the concerts in Pleven, Vara, and Plovdiv.
Ly (,Fy"m WisT Come out to Hall 6 of the NDK on May 13t at 7pm for a fantastic celebration of American Blues and Country music.

Seats are limited.

Upcoming Events:
May 14, 16:00: Webchat with the famous journalist Barry Hillenbrand on the topic of Elections and the Role of Journalism

Please Note:
May 1-6: The U.S. Embassy will be closed.

Embassy of the United States of America If you wish to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please fill in our
16, Kozyak Street, Sofia 1407, Bulgaria subscription form.

Telephone: +359 2 937 5100

Fax number: +359 2 937 5320
http://bulgaria.usembassy.gov

General E-mail Box: sofia@usembassy.bg
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